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Life & Style  

The Discerning drinker: Beaujolais 
By Andrew Neather 

 

Le Beaujolais Nouveau est arrivé! And who gives a toss? Back in the Eighties, when the "tradition" 

of releasing the new Beaujolais vintage on the third Thursday of November was invented, wine bars 

heaved with drinkers trying to get their slice of this thin, astringent action. In 2011, all that looks as 

silly as Iron Maiden tours, frothy royal weddings and Thatcher veneration... 

Yup, it's back to the future in 2011: Beaujolais is (sort of) in again. Fine vintages in 2009 and 2010, 

plus new interest in the region from serious Burgundy producers, are giving the wines new interest - 

though granted, very little of it in nouveau.  

For a decent Beaujolais, look for wines from the 10 named villages or "crus" (which, er, don't have 

the word "Beaujolais" on their labels.) And - aside from the first below - stick to 09 and 10. 

 

Henry Fessy Morgon 2010 
 

Morgon is traditionally the fullest-bodied Beaujolais cru. This is 

fresh and sweet but bigger, richer and more structured than many 

lesser Burgundies. 

 

 

Fessy's Moulin-a-Vent 2010, another cru for bigger wines, also has 

pleasing weight and depth underlying its fruitiness. 
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